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Continued from last Sundays Times

SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS

Dr Arnold of New York while sit
ing his cousin James of Utica district

the pistols by her uncles who believed
the was eloping with him He learns hor father
la serving a Ute sentence for and while
he tells his cousin of his forced marriage word
is received that the girls escaped
Dr Stagg decides to protect the girl goes
to her one who forced
him to marry her for a certifloate While
there some one shoots the parson and Dr Stagg
is locked up suspected of the shooting Later
the parson recovers and says man who shot
him was attempting to shoot Dr Stdgg The

exonerates Dr Stagg and
the detectives set to work to find a clue to the
man who shot Parson Lee Forrest Beatrices
father is mentioned also Firfln the man with

when she was forced to marry Dr Stagg

CHAPTER VH Continued
I am inclined to agree with you The

shot must have been fired at Lee But
by whom Who had any reason to
shoot him I think John Lee is the
man who must give us some Informa-
tion on that subject

Tho chief spoke shortly and to the
point John Lee started as If he had
been accused of the attempt on his
brothers life

I Oh I know nothing about it
he said the purplish color showing a
little In his face Do you suspect me

Certainly not But the fact remains
that some one fired a revolver and hit
your brother Dr Stagg has been ex-

onerated by the parson The question
Is was It the parson or the doctor who
was the Intended victim

It seems to me said John study-
Ing the mighty problem carefully that
the shot must have been fired at Stagg
He may have made enemies as Firfln
you know

But I have not used the name of
Firfln I retorted angrily You In
sist on that and you arc wrong

Wey said John helplessly who
Is FIrfin then None of us ever saw
the man

Im sure I dont know
We dont seem to be getting on

said the chief Remember that time
Is valuable just now The constable
and I want to get at some kind of a
clue In order to start our search

There might be one man supposing
he had come this which he did
not suggested my cousin

Forrest
Yes

John Lee and James Lee stared
Forrest You dont mean Bob

cried John He is In Auburn prison
Unfortunately he is not said my

cousin He escaped
Then the whole thing Is plain ex

plalmed John Lee slapping his knee
with the palm of his right hand Why
It is as clear as a June morning Rob
ert Forrest fired that shot

But why at Stagg He did not know
the doctor

John Lee looked at me and then at
the district attorney as if comparing-
our appearance

You dont look much alike he said
I did think that Forrest Holding a

grudge against the attorney who con-

victed him had tired at you under the
Impression that it was James

James Lee
Mo James Stags
it was ray horse outside said

James but 1 tell you Forrest has been
traced the other way He went West
from Auburn

How was he traced asked the chief
qulcklr

Why he and the prison guard left
at the same time A man wearing the
guards clothes was traced as far as
Rome and the due came to an end
Another answering to the description
of Forrest wearing a new suit of
ing has been traced almost as
as CbautauQua

The chief looked at the floor studi-
ously

Forrest could have had no reason to
shoot Dr Stagg and it is not likely
that he mistook the doctor for the law
yer My own Impression Is that If For
rest the shot he fired at Lee

parson was not even a wit
ness at his trial put in my cousin

By Jove Ive got it James Stagg
was not thought of James Lee was the
wan whose testimony sent Forrest to
prison If Forrest fired that shot he

at Stagg thinking ho was James
It was a natural mistake It

was In the parsons library The man
might have come here for the purpose
of shooting James Lee Creeping up to
the window he saw the pardon engaged
In conversation with a young man He
fired thinking it was the parsons son

Gentlemen I said these theories
arc all very pretty but they wont work
In the first place I dont believe I was
the mart shot at In the second place
I dont believe Robert Forrest was the
man who flred the shot I dont hold
with my cousin that lie went I
saw him In Pawmuc church
that Beatrice went away with him
Now If Robert Forrest escaped from
prison came here to meet his daughter
and planned to go far away and begin
life anew he would not risk his chance
by committing a murder

He did It once said James Lee
I am not so sure of Had It not

been for your I would
undoubtedly have been tried and per-
haps convicted on circumstantial evi-
dence But we are not Just now con-
cerned that The thing Is that If

fire the shot somo ene-
my of your father must have done

Or yours put In my cousin
We are overlooking certain

interposed the chief Let me
doctor if anything was in the

that would show bo con
with the district attorney

Yes Beatrice called to her father and
said I was James Staggs cousin

So And you were married to Bea-
trice against your will and hors Might
It not have been a mad scheme of his
to rid his daughter of a husband she did
not like

I you Forrest was not In this
part country said James posi-
tively My own opinion Is that Beatrice
went away with this Firfln whoever he
i

Thats a plausible theory too said
the chief and It itself to theor-
izing better It It whom shewas to meet and whom she loved Itmight have been Firfln who came here-
to do the shooting He might have
been actuated by a desire to rid Boa
trice of a husband so that he couldmarry her himself

Preposterous P 1 put in 1 promised
i Beatrice that I would have the mar-

riage onnullediat on as
But you didnt
Flrfln would pot nave time to know

thatHold on s Jd Join Lee There are

Stagg
tthrney of OneidA county into the coun-
try and is forced to marry Beatrice at

1urder

whom Beatrice was supposed to be in love
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so many conflicting theories they con-

fuse us Now lets put these pieces to-

gether and see what the patchwork will
turn out Suppose Stagg that you are
mistaken and Forrest did come this
way and did take Beatrice away wit a
him Now suppose too that this Fir
fln had also planned on meeting Bea-
trice or If not that admit that he was
madly in love with her She and the
doctor were married in the church

in every village here
married to Dr Stagg but

under the name of Thomas as
we gave it out We all
everybody thinks that sne accompanied
her husband

Now we have to deal with a db-
appolnted lover this man Firfln who

that he Is married to Beatrice
that he is not Naturally

he is filled with rage He lurks about
the place He may be inclined to

brother or he may be
th doctor Ho sees Stagg come here

recognizes him from the bay
which almost everybody knows as ba
longing TO James Stagg He fires in
revenge My brother is the victim

That is a good theory observed the
costable Then knowing where the
occtor left the bay he takes him to
make his escape

Have It your own way said my
courfn I am sure that Forrest wau
not the man who took the girl
She undaubtedly went with this Fir
fin

Well we must go said the chief
We must follow the bay Whoever

the assassin was It Is certain he rode
away on horse

He with me again end
went out following by the village con-

stable
Wo must not remain idle said my

cousin We have work to do aa well
as the police I think the first thing
we should do is to try to some
thins about this Firfln
him Wntre was he stopping

None of us knew the man said
James Lee From what I hear he was
stopping at the New Hartford HoteL

Had you ever seen him with your
cousin

No Or Id began James Lee
he

thing is the deepest
mystery Ive ever tackled said my
cousin and I am going to get to the
bottom of It Suppose we go down to
the hotel and see what we can dig out
about Firfln

My cousin James Lee and I started
John Lee remained with the parson

The New Hartford Hotel was a wood-
en building standing on Genesee Street
opposite the row of stores that enjoyed
the high sourtdlng title of Exchange
Place The usual wooden drinking trough
was in front and I had often stopped
there to give the bay some water

We found the proprietor of the hotela genial Individual and he was ap-
parently smitten with a sort of paraly-
sis when he learned that hla usual
peaceful resort was to be mixed up In
a murder mystery

He knew my cousin by sight and
Leo very well I was In

this being merely a perfunc-
tory act of courtesy

We do not wish any publicity at
present said James We are Investi

I smiled as I thought of the quiet
and secret act of racing me
cords along the principal
tral New York In Lees wagon

You may x rest assured I will help
you In any way I can said the pro
prietor of the hotel

Have you had a guest by the name
of Firfln

said the host opening
his eyes In surprise You dont sus-
pect him

Possibly James Now what
this Who Is he How

ho been In your
me see this sur-

prise to me gentlemeril 5rnomasFirflrF
came here about a month ago He had

here once before But only for a
or two

Why did he come here What busi-
ness had he How did he spend his
time How Is it that no one seems to
know this man when as a rule In a
village like this everybody
is going on

Why why Firfln that Is Firfln did
not wish to be known

Just so But why What reason did
he give

Why why he was a secret service-
man He was on the la for a suspect-
ed illicit distillery somewhere between
here and Hill

Huh still eh Then he
told you he was a detective

Secret service man he called It
Ever see his badge
He had a badge I never looked
closely
What manner pf looking man was

he Wore a beard
Sometimes said the hotel man cau-

tiously
Sometimes Then he used a dis-

guise
Yes to outwit moonshiners
Ever hear of any moonshiners

around
said It was a great

scheme Had the still in a cave some
where

There isnt a cave big enough to hide-
a quart bottle of whisky anywhere be-
tween here and Hill said James
Lee

One could be made In any of the
glens I remarked Ive ditcovered
some splendid sites of that sort There
is that ravine you call Crystal Glen
Then Sylvan Glen Oh a cave is easily
managed

What kind of a beard wer
asked my cousin ignoring my Interpo-
lation

An ordinary brownish
What kind of a was he

without the beard
Had a perfectly smooth face Light

blue There was a peculiar white
one oar He shaved fre-

quently so that he could have had a
natural beard if he wished

James Lee The did
not escape keen

you recognteo this description 7
ho asked abruptly of Lee

No I certainly never saw such a
manMy cousin half closed his eyes andfutlvely studied the facer of James
Lee

Sure he asked
Positive If I had I would not hide

the fact I am as eager to get at the
truth as you are

I should hope so said rnycoualn fcHas this secret service man ever
spoken of a discovery I naked the
hotelkeeper-

No he seemed to work hard though
once that hexwjshedtto go slow

arid a big haul There waa a for
tune In It for him

know near
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I thought that James Lee started
gain I began to suspect this young
man more than ever That he was con-
cealing something I was positive

He is gone now of course said my
cousin

Yes he had his trunk and satchels
forwarded day before yesterday-

To what place
Vanderbllt Hotel Syracuse-

I was sure that James Lee started
a train

Well keep mum until you hear from
me said James will com-

municate with the HOtel
We hurried to the telegraph office

James wrote a dispatch It was
We lighted cigars and loafed

around a while
It wont long to net an an-

swer said s-
It did not take long The machines

began to sing The operator gravely
handed out the reply

Just as I expected said James
The luggage marked Firfln

remains unclaimed at
Hotel

By this time all New Hartford knew
what was taking place Men women
and children thronged the streets

James was a big man He represent-
ed more to the Imagination even than
the chief of police The chief had au-
thority only In the city He depended
upon the cooperation of constables in
the townships

Incidentally I have thought about
this There should be a county detec-
tive whose authority extended from
one end of the county to the other He
should be a man trained in criminal
ways These county constables have a
big case only once In a lifetime and

ous are they of their own authority
that they resent advice from city po
HfiO

As we were leaving the telegraph of
flcerwe heard a shout from some people
who were lounging near thre hotel fwe

Just left It was a good thing for
The bar did well that day

up the road The chief
was coming In a wagon and trotting
complacently behind was James bay

Found him In Bendons farm near
Clinton said the chief Man with
brown beard walked Into Clinton and
took train for the South without buying
a ticket Thats our man Ive tele
graphed to station on the line

What telegraph asked
James lowering his voice so that the
bystanders cpuld not

To arrest man beard
leaving train

You wont get him Our man wears
a brown beard but it Is false Whphhtl-
eavesThe train he will go with a smooth
face

The chief stared and James related
what had been discovered

The chief then stepped Into the tele
graph office and began sending mes
sages Of by that time It was
probably The fugitive fr9mjustice would not be likely to remain
on the train Ion

Considerably excited James the chief
and I returned to Utica James Leewent back to his home at Pawmuc

doyou think of James Lee
I

James SWdled a moment
Id like to know the truth about one

thing he said without giving me an
rcEwer Id like to know how many
men are really in love with Beatrice
Forrest

But little more was said James being
busy with his thoughts as the chief
was busy with his I cannot truthfully
ray I had any thoughts that were
valuable I had been In such a com
plete muddle for a night and a day that-
I could not think out a theory to save
my life

All I saw was the beautiful fright-
ened lace of Beatrice and I knew that
abc needed a

was a one
for the detectives They

to find and also the nina who
Leo But the day passed

are no arrest was made-
I slept heavily that night

sheer weariness of body and mind
There was little use doing anything to
find Beatrice When they found her
father she would be found also Then
my turn would come

Another night passed and James re
mimed his Interrupted duties but main-
tained his interest In the Lee case It
was In the afternoon that I was sitting
In the library and he entered x

I saw at once that something had
happened He had a look that was al-

most one of terror He plucked a tele-
gram from his pocket and threw It at-
me and sank into a chair

Who is It from I asked treni
bJngly as I reached for it

From Detective Golden to the chief
Golden followed the clue of the man
with a

1 dispatch and read
Chief Police Utica
Followed the clue south to Richfield

Springs Man left train without beard
Followed Suspected nan continued on
toward Syracuse I arrived Syracuse this
morning Had help of force
this city This afternoon man answering
description found dead in Raines Law
Hotel on North Salina Had
brown beard In possession
addressed to Firfln and wore
badge of He has been iden-
tified as Ellis Enland of Syracuse wit-
ness in Forrest case Killed with club
leaving no same manner as Jake
Brand

GOLDEN
I lot the paper fall to tho floor and

sat staring at James Tho thrall of hor-
ror was upon me What new devilment
had come into tho case

Now this said James handing me
another dispatch

Chief Police Utica read this Instru-
ment of torture search dis-
covers that Ellis ladys rid-
ing habit in bundle and also letter mak

appointment with Beatrice
church to go away

instruction Golden
It was too A mist swam before

my I going
a drink of sherry I the

voice of James saying as if was far-
away

I did not know whether I took the
drink ornot

My brain had been numbed and frozen
by the new

CHAPTER Vffi

A Staggering Blow
It jwas the voice of James that called

me to myself I must have
sherry and perhaps more
one

The empty tumblor stood on the table
near Butvi Jmdvdono me
little good t felt sick antl weak

James on the other hand had pulled
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himself together and was perfectly cool
You see he was saying youve

got to brace up and face the truth
This Idol you have built up In your
imagination proves after all to be clay
The girl did go with Firfln who turns
out to be Ellis Enland I cannot

It myself She must have been
lost to all sense of decency to elope with
a witness against her father

Its a lie I said vehemently I
you no Beatrice Is too pure and

a girl to do
The smile of came on my

cousins face angered me
You are beside he said

You are not ablo to What do
you know about her purity
You saw her only v nce and then she
was but half conscious The clrcum

wore not conducive to calm
You must drop fancy now

and take up fact
I will not believe it I will riot be-

lieve that a girl who loved her father
would elope with a man whose testl
many had sent him to prison

Oh well there is no use arguing
with you How then do you account
for the fact that Enland had her riding
habit and also the letter which you
accprdlng to your own statement gave
herIn church

I shook my head helplessly I could
riot account for Yet I clung to my
belief in the purity of Beatrice

Ypu see we are arguing In the dark
still said James We must go right
up to Syracuse and attend the
That may shed some light on
tery

The telegrams said nothing about a
revolver I Interposed Was one found
on Enland

Probably not or Golden would have
mentioned it But that is nothing He
might have thrown it away

But who do you think lulled this
man I asked

Why Bob Forrest of course Eu
land was killed in the same manner as
Jake Brand Forrest seems to have A
penchant for that kind of killing What
sort of club be uses I cannot imagine

for heavens sake why should
Forrest kill Enland

He had two reasons One was re-
venge for testifying against him at thu
trial The other was running away
with his daughter

Then I said eagerly Beatrice
must at least be with her father now

I should Judge so But come We
have no time to waste The chief is

to the The train starts In
half an
I dragged myself to my feet and

dressed for the short trip to Syracuse-
If my brain had been In a whirl before
itivas a perfect tornado of doubts and
fears now

I feared everything doubted every-
thing believed nothing and yet had a
thousand assailing suspicions Under
the guidance of James I managed to
get Into the carriage

We met the chief at the station It
was a little more than an hours ride
to Syracuse We were met at that sta
tion by Gorden and a Syracuse detective

We were at once conducted to the ho
tel on North SaUna Street where the
body of Enland still lay undisturbed
The coroner bad chosen to hold the In-

quest on the
trembled eriteredirft Ehe hotel

was justly described in Goldens tele
gram It was one of those products of
the new license law which had turned
bad gin mils into worse hotels In a
room on the second floor lay Ellis En
land

He was not a bad looking man He
was about the same age as James Lee
or myself The white scar under his
ear proved at once that he was the
man who in the guise of a secret ser-
vice had lived at the Now Hart
ford

The coroner Inquest was a perfunc
tor and unsatisfactory affair The first
witness examined was the proprletor of
the place

His testimony was meager enough
Thomas Firfln according to him had
come to his hotel the day before and

a room He had stated that he
want It for a week or two He

had said that he expected in a day or
so to bring his wife there He came
and went as be wished attracting no
notice

Have you seen or have you known
anyone who saw a woman with this
man asked the

No He wont this morning
and was In and out several times after
that

Did he have anyone with him at any
timeNone that I saw I do not know
In fact if I saw him every time he
came The entrance to the rooms

through the hallway No
one is subject to supervision who en
tons there

Then an assassin could creep up
stairs and attack a man in his room
and leave again without being seen

He might do that of course If a
noise was heard it would lead to an
investigation-

But in this case there was no noise
therefore no Investigation-

No one In the hotel heard any noise
One of the room men found the body
and reported to me

What Is a room man
A man In the place of a

I employ no women here
you accept women for guests

Yes if they appear respectable
How many rooms have you occupied

now
Ten

Then there was a lot of time wasted
in getting at the identity and records
of the several None of these
pointed to a

Other witnesses were examined the
bartender the room man who found the
body and the doctor who was called
In first

It developed at the Inquest that En
had formerly lived with his pa

but had been turned adrift be
cause he kept bad company His means
being he lived wherever he could

about all we discovered
The ridinghabit was done up In a bun-
dle and tied with a cord I looked at
the letter and Identified it as the one
I had given Beatrice after John Leo
had inside the

Jury
that Ellis Enland came to his death
at the hands of some person unknown-

I failed even to see how they got that
much out of It A slight red mark on
the temple was all to show that hehad
been struck

But the twelve good men and true
Were nil satisfied with themselves and
so was the coroner We had to be We
returned to Utica on a later train car

with us the and the
what I asked as I sank Intomy seat In the Wagner coach

Jhnes was looking steadily out of thewindow chief
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I suppose you mean to ask what

going to do he It is
a bard question to seems
clear that our iCnd of the case Is fin-

ished Enland was undoubtedly the man
who shot Lee Intending to shoot you
and rid Beatrice of the incumbranco
of a husband He was the man we
wanted for a crime committed in our
territory

The murder of Enland took place
In Syracuse and is the business of the
police of that city However we shall
give them what assistance we can You
see our chase for Lees assailant is
ended Weve founcfnlnvand as he is
dead there more to be done

You are a little ahead there chief
said James Forrest must be found
He is wanted for two murders now

Yes it is certain that the man who
killed Brand killed Enland the
chief

Suppose I suggested we
from the other end The man
killed Enland was the man who killed
Brand

What In thunder is the difference
asked James staring

None perhaps only In inference
You assume that Forrest committed
both crimes I hold that you have no
proof he did either

Ws shoulders
I suppose you will be saying next

that Beatrice did not go with Enland
I say this I shall not condemn her

until I know This Is some more of
your circumstantial evidence Youd
hang your grandmpthcr on circumstan-
tial evidence I would not I still be-
lieve that Beatrice accompanied her
father

Both my companions shook their
headsWhere

did Enland get the letter and
rldlnghablt

By way Its a most Interesting
speculation where Beatrice is now and
what she Is wearing said James

I shuddered The same thing had oc-

curred to me
It l possible said the chief that

in his rage at finding them to
killed both

We were all silent after that until
the train began rumbling Into the sta

at Utica
I found out what you

are going to do next I said
Walt said the chief The officers

are out after and we cannot
hurry that Lee case is
closed The wouldbe assassin Is
There Is nothing to do

But I want to find Beatrice
Thats a different matter If you

wish to make a charge against her I
will send out an alarm Or if you
wish as husband to charge some-
one spiriting her away I will
send alarm

Oh damn your alarms I said
You have been sending out
enough to make the wires hot

And what have they amounted to A
senant in a flames law hotel found
the man you wanted All the officers
In the State are after Forres and his
friendly guard and what have they ac

Ill do the rest of my busi-
ness myself

Tile chief shrugged his shoulO rs
looked relieved Jams frowneja-

T4jgnu y Ut3 lH JWttfflvethTsfto us
You will not allOw me to have the mar-
riage annulled

When I learn from the lips of Bea-
trice that she loved Enland and went
away with him you shall annul themarriage At present I adhere to my
resolution to give my young wife what-
ever support she may be in need of

We left the train In the station yard
we stopped a moment

There Is still one thing that puzzled
me said James Enland was a friend
of James Lee Why if he loved Lees
cousin should come here In disguise
and work with the tactics of a thief to

her
A sudden light broke over me
I heard James Lee say in the church

that he loved Beatrice I suggested
Perhaps there was bad blood between

James Lee and Beatrice
Between James JLee and Enland you

mean
Perhaps both Might It not be pos

sible that fired thinking io kill
James Lee some former injury

That opens the whole case again
and It Is closed by Enlands death sold
James-

I dont think it Is closed I
the murder cf Enland Is
ending dt a thrilling chapter Where
was James Lee all day

Out hunting for the wouldbe assas
sin of his father

Just so And having found him In
Enland he killed him

Nonsense I vmight hlnk that If
Forrest had not killed Brand In the
same way

And you had only James Lees
mony as to

The chief to whistle-
I wilt look up Lee ho said

We separated and that night James
slept lute a woodenheaded Idiot while-
I walked the floor most of the night

Early In the morning I had my break
fast with James We were not particu-
larly sociable

What Is your program today he
asked

Oh I said the same old thing
Id like to have the bay

Why he is yours But for Heavens
sake dont get married again I am
gray now over your escapade-

I was glad to get ride of James I
had the bay saddled and

I rode first to Parson
that he was not doing He waa
still in a stupor and the nurse
Fulford had sent up believed
that he would die without fur-
ther consciousness James Lee was at
home and I could not see anything In
his manner to arouse suspicion

He asked me about Enland and 1
him the history of the

ecoundrel he
He has got Beatrice hidden away

somewhere-
As I rode on farther I thought this

remark strange but in Just what light
It was strange I could not say It was
a natural remark to be made by a man
who believed Enland had taken Beatrice
away-

I next visited the old ruins of Paw
muc Mills I dont know Just what
called me there I know simply that 1
was like a blind man groping for a
guide

I left the bay and prowled among the
fallen walls of the mill but found noth
ing I next went into a small shanty
that had formerly been the home of a
mill operative Tho dour was pushed
In

I wandered from room to Irocia
there were not many of them and

I found some clothing It was a
womans complete outfit
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I held up the gown It was a cheap
affair and not at all such as Beatrice-
or any other woman of taste would

But that It was connected in
way the flight of Beatrice 1

did not
I picked up the whole lot and

back to Lees with It This
went to the big house where I saw
John Lee sauntering on the veranda Ht
looked up In surprise when he saw
me

Whose truck is that I asked
dumping the clothing on the veranda

God Where did you get
these he exclaimed

In one of the old houses at the
Do you recognize them

Why yes he said They belong
the colored of my niece

the night Bea-
trice went awav

I began to get excited
Where did this belong In

No I believe her home was m Syra-
cuse

I had another chill
Thanking Lee I went back to th

mill I rummaged around considerably
but found nothing more

The ground around the mills was a
sandy loam easily impressed with a
footprint where the grass was not too

I searched lor the foot
the for I knew

that she at had been there
At near the almost dried up-

stream I found the print of a heel It
was that of a mans boot

Eagerly I looked further I found
where some one had jumped across the
soft wet bed of the tiny rivulet I ex-
amined the marks

It appeared to me that there were
more than one man would make
Yet nothing like the print of
a small shoe such as Beatrice would
wear more men than one
had Not one of them might
be connected with the flight

But I persevered I mounted the bay
and rode a short distance when I dis-

mounted and found several other foot

way I went on till I reached-
a small hamlet of or four farm-
houses grouped together
than was the rule I believe the local
name was GrafXenbur or something like
that

I each house for Informa
of the farmers had even

heard of the tragedy at Lees But
they knew Beatrice Fcrrest had been
married and away

I asked In vain till at last I struck
a hired man who was somewhat given
to visiting a hired girl on a farm some
distance away He listened patiently
while I told him who and what I was
after

I aint seen no women black or
white he said but a couple or three
nights ago I remember I was to
sec my a friend I rode old
black mare yonder I came joggin home
bout 1 oclock an passed three men I

remember that one was a little
feller only An one was a nig
ger Yep an the other one had a
beard

I was quivering with excitement With-
out uloubftKe boy was the
negro Womb But was the man a
beard Bob or Ellis
land was Syracuse

I ever see light-
I ascertained the direction the trio

had gone and I put the bay
to his limit

I went through village after vllage
I found men and women too who had
seen three tramps one young and one
black

I traced them as Golden had Ellis En
land to Richfield Springs and there my
clue ended

I to return to Utica and
coming on the following

day to Richfield Springs by train and
taking up the search there without any
thing to hamper my I
would go and go and
something

So I fed the bay and had supper
at a hotel and started homeward-

It was almost morning when I arrived
The bay powerful and enduring as he
was was stiffened with his long Jour-
ney and I was as

One of the waiting up
and for his loss of sleep I slipped a five
dollar bill In his hand

Any luck sir he asked
Some I answered

I went Into the house and the
servants wore of course I knew
that James always had sherry In thelibrary and I went In there to get a
glass

On the table lay an evening paper of
Utica spread open with the scare head
title of an article staring up at me

On the paper I saw a telegram I
The sight of one of these devilish

now gave me the horrors
I picked up the paper

The escaped murderer recaptured
Bob Forrest arrested near Syracuse
Living alone in empty barn-

I dropped the newspaper and half
with trembling fingers took up

The bluish gray envelope held two In
stead of one The first was simple
enough It run
James Stagg Utica New York

Forrest retaken near Syracuse
Brought back to prison

CARTER
I did not know who Carter was

some prison official or police officer
of Syracuse The other telegram was
evidently in reply to one James had
sent
James Stagg Utica New York

No Forrest was alone No trace of
girl will not talkCARTER

With a mlghtly groan I staggered to
the cabinet and took a drink of brandy
Instead 01 sherry-

If Beatrice was not with Forrest ant
had not been with Enland where In the
name of a merciful God was she
I staggered up to bed half determined-

to drop if alt But there came up before
me a beautiful Innocent face stained

tears and a shrinking little
trembling with terror

No I said viciously throwing offclothing I will not up Beatrice somewhere now if herfather Is not with her more than ever
does she need a arm to
her Ill go to Auburn tomorrow andsee

I Into bed and slept like adrunken man for hours

CHAPTER IX

The Interview at Auburn
I found lounging around the

library down He greeted
me with a superior smile of triumph
which I professed not to notice
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I saw your papers and telegrams I

You look worn out old boy
You must stop this nonsense What do
you think of the aXalr now

I scarcely know what to think until
I see Forrest

James moved uneasily
You are not contemplating tlat

What good will It do
may do considerable In the first

place It may lead to finding Beatrice
It will at least set my mind at rest If

says she did not leave Pawnruc
with him I will know sholeft-

In Enlands company
And then of course you will drop

the
drop tho search I

will of course lose my faith In tau
girl But Enland Is dead and I aTooll
then think It my duty to find Beatrice
and place her where her youth will not
prove a snare Then I shall have the
marriage annulled always however
looking out for her welfare

I wish you would not see
I am sorry to appear

do not look at the subject in the same
light that I do I see a duty that
has been imposed upon me without
seeking Moreover I wish to have a
talk Forrest about his own affairs-
I certain that he killed Enland
while you law sharps are convinced I

that he committed this
You convicted him on s a

evidence before I suppose now it will
need very little evidence of any kind

James laughed and shrugged Ms

a question of evidence this
time he said The

I stammered Forrest con-
fessed that he killed Ellis Enland

Yes The chief received that Infor-
mation early this morning and tiSb
phoned me at once Of course It Is

of my business It Is a Syracuse
affair

X was stunned by this information
and c iuld scarcely credit it Yet I
knew that James and

as he could be truthful
If it Is not your affair It Is still

mine I saM I shall not take up
the cudgels to defend Forrest if he hui
really killed a man But what w na
the circumstances Was It a deliberate
murder for the sake of the revenge Or
was It selfdefense You know
wanted me to plead selfdefense to save
myself in Parson Lees case

Oh that said James In disgust
No this Is bonn fide murder At

least I assume so I do not know what
excuse Forrest I dont know that-
I care I have enough to do In this
county without mixing up in Syracuse

I am going to Auburn
James knew argument would

not dlssaude me andI hastily ate my
breakfast and prepared to depart-

ment all the to Auburn I had tale
a letter irons

order to gain admittance to the
I had also my marriage certifi-
cate in my pocket as a key to open

at the prison I presented
the letter to the warden x

he had read it be
cool bearing

crsJL ai 3
I great deal of Mn Stage

he am pleased to meet
He at some romantic In

in the Forrest
You wish I believe to Interview

Is my wish sir I replied ta-
m his soninlaw

The warden stared at roe
I thought he had only one daugh-

ter that pretty girl that used to conic
once a and see him

I know only one I see
is now mr wife

What does she pardon me I
trice wife say about this Broken-
hearted I sunoose ft

Id like to know myself I said
have not seen her since went aws
with her father

The warden scratched his ear and
looked In a few I ex-

plained the situation He btt
motioned for me to follow

This Is a bit irregular he but
not outside of my authority li

In solitary confinement I will tam
you to his old and send him to you

flclal present could
He bowed I thank you

me through gruesonu
unlocking doors

us and locking them whet
we had passed through

This is the eel he
It was well lighted aired 1

had read a good about this
its splendid management

Its of
time of the inmates I sat thinklrj
while the warden was gone He return-
ed accompanied by a prisoner

I knew the man was Forrest as soor
as I sei eyes on him Notwithstanding
that ho was now dull
had Instead of the false beard I haC
seen before a smooth shaven and

face and a air of resignation
to the Inevitable he reminded meof Be

looked at me stolidly The

ar us
Forrest I said you remembei

me of I am the man you

His face changed Instantly A look
as of spiritual or hunger cami
upon It

Are you that man he said eageny
Then his expression Yot
are Staggs cousin he

I am I said but I
married at the to
daughter never having enjoyed meeting

Before-
I know he said wearily The licet

thought you were Enland
Firfln I corrected
Its all the same Enland was Fir
So it proves Now Mr Forrest

said I came hero as a friend to yoU
and to Beatrice I want to help you
and find her I have not had the mar-
riage annulled Time enough for that
when I am sure she does not need mj
protection

She needs protection he said pass-
ing his hand over his hair ner-
vously Poor Beatrice

I also wish to get at the truth o
this whole matter I want to hens
what you have to say about Enland

What Is there to say he asked
wearily I killed him It is done and
I am here What is there to say

A good deal I I want you
to tell me the of your es
cape your adventures since that
at Pawmuc and where Beatrice tt
nowHe hesitated and looked susplclousj
at the warden

Forrest said the latter if ad-
vice is worth anything to you take lt
Speak freely to this gentleman He Is
so far as I know only friend ypt
have in the world who can hew i
You have already confessed that yotf
killed Enland Yet are entitled tc
some Tell the doctot
all see that you are
protected as well as possible

as well as possible not at all
replied Forrest It Is all up with na
I suppose I shall be tried on this neis
charge and sent to the electric chair

To Be Continued Next Sunday
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